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Ontario College Diploma | Funding requested - full-time
Purpose
The Educational Support program provides integrated, practical learning experiences and a body of
knowledge that equip graduates to work competently, effectively and safely upon entering the
educational support field. Moreover, the Educational Support program is informed by the best
principles and practices in educational support that contribute to the learning, development and
independence of all learners*. Collectively, these factors enable graduates of the Educational
Support program to reliably demonstrate the skills required to work collaboratively with members of
the school community* in support of all learners* in a variety of educational settings*.
Admission
Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) or equivalent, mature student status
Occupational Areas
Educational Assistants are needed in a variety of academic venues, from school boards and schools
to special education and community-based educational programs. This proposed diploma program
will prepare graduates to work effectively with exceptional students up to the age of 21 years.
Laddering Opportunities
Graduates may wish to pursue further career specialization via the Autism & Behavioural Science
Graduate Certificate
Program VLOs
provide educational support in compliance with pertinent education-related legislation, standards,1.
regulations and policies, health and safety legislation and regulations, as well as organizational
policies, practices and procedures.
develop and implement strategies to promote and support positive school climates that contribute2.
to a safe, caring and secure educational setting*.
collaborate with members of the Individual Education Plan (IEP) team* by assisting in the3.
development and revision of the IEPs* of learners with exceptionalities*.
implement components of educational support programs of instruction under the direction and4.
support of the IEP team* and/or relevant members of the school community*.
lead by example to promote empathetic, positive and pro-social behaviour in all learners* to5.
facilitate the development of social competence in learners with exceptionalities* in accordance
with their IEPs*.
promote the development of independence in, and provide assistance to, learners with6.
exceptionalities* in their performance of routine activities of daily living (ADLs) and instrumental
activities of daily living (IADLs) in accordance with their IEPs*.
develop and implement strategies to support learners with exceptionalities* in the appropriate use7.
of assistive technologies* and daily living aids* in accordance with their IEPs*.
monitor, document and report on the behaviour, performance and progress of learners with8.
exceptionalities* in accordance with their IEPs*.
prepare and present a plan for engaging in ongoing personal and professional development to9.
promote competence in the educational support field.
Curriculum
WRIT 1094 - Reason & Writing for Community Studies (Semester 1 - 45.00 hours)
This course will introduce Community Studies students to essential principles of reading, writing,
and reasoning at the postsecondary level. Students will identify, summarize, analyse, and evaluate
multiple short readings and write persuasive response essays to develop their vocabulary,
comprehension, grammar, and critical thinking.
EDCA 1001 - Educational Assistants & the Classroom (Semester 1 - 45.00 hours)
This course provides an introduction to the foundations and principles of education, and the role
of an Educational Assistant in a classroom setting. Students will learn how to differentiate their
role from that of a teacher, the importance of confidentiality and safety in the workplace, and the
value of personal and professional boundaries. Through research, discussion, and reflection
students will develop an understanding of classroom setting and their responsibilities as an
Educational Assistant.
PSYC 1101 - Interpersonal Development (Semester 1 - 45.00 hours)
This course will introduce the concepts of bias-free values and multiple perspectives of diversity as
foundations for effective interpersonal relationships. In this course, students will assess personal
values and Professional disposition, which influence attitudes towards and relationships with,
children, families and colleagues. Sensitive, effective and supportive communication methods will
be identified and practiced within the classroom setting. Both verbal and non-verbal
communication skills and attitudes required for collaborative professional interactions will be
emphasized throughout.
EDCA 1009 - Working in Multidisciplinary Teams (Semester 1 - 45.00 hours)
Working in an educational setting means interacting with people in a variety of roles, and knowing
how to manage those relationships. Students will learn how to operate within a multidisciplinary
educational team, develop communication and conflict management skills, and cultivate an
understanding of professional expectations. Through role-playing, group discussions, and working
through case studies, students will explore future workplace scenarios and learn how to navigate
working on a team.
EDCA 1086 - Intro to Exceptionalities (Semester 1 - 45.00 hours)
Every day as an Educational Assistant is unique, as they interact with a wide range of learners
with exceptionalities. In this course, students will be introduced to communication, physical
behavioural, intellectual, and multiple exceptionalities and the characteristics associated with
each, while keeping in mind that each situation is unique. In addition, they will engage with
assistive technologies that support independence and inclusion in the learning environment.
Through research, discussion, and practical application students will develop their knowledge of
working with learners with exceptionalities.
FPEA 1011 - Field Placement Orientation (Semester 1 - 15.00 hours)
Students will be introduced to the profession and expectations of Educational Assistants. The class
content will support the student in understanding the importance of building relationships with
children, principles of practice, professionalism, as well as what to expect day-to-day. Professional
attitudes and behaviours are expected at an introductory level.
FPEA 1012 - Observation Field Practicum (Semester 1 - 21.00 hours)
Students will gain perspective on the role of an Educational Assistant, and what it looks like to
apply the theories they are learning in the classroom to real life scenarios. This experience will
expose students to a variety of situations they could potentially encounter during their career, and
give them a better understanding of how an Educational Assistant operates in a classroom setting.
While being paired with an Educational Assistant mentor who is currently working in a school,
students will practice documenting without judgment, charting and data collecting, and reflecting
while observing students from multiple age groups with varying needs.
COMM 3082 - Communications (Semester 2 - 45.00 hours)
This course, designed for students who plan to work in the field of Community Studies, focuses on
professional written and verbal communication skills. Students learn to prepare a variety of work-
related documents. In addition, students learn about research methods and documentation
formats. The principles of effective writing - organization, grammar, style, clarity, and tone - are
reinforced throughout the course. The goal of the course is to prepare students for the
communication tasks and considerations they will encounter in the Community Studies workplace
in order to meet the needs of employers and/or the communities they will serve.
ECED 2019 - Health & Safety in the Learning Environment (Semester 2 - 45.00 hours)
This course focuses on developing students’ awareness of the importance of establishing and
maintaining a healthy and safe workplace. Students will understand and appreciate the
significance of topics such as General Health and Safety guidelines, Privacy of Information, Fire
Safety, Hand Washing, and Workplace Violence that will allow them to manage themselves safely
in a learning environment. Additionally, students will learn strategies related to self-care and
mental well being to ensure they are also taking care of themselves. Students will examine the
role of health and safety in the learning environment through analysis, workshops, and research
that will allow them to build useful skills they can implement in their careers.
EDCA 2024 - Observation, Tracking, Graphing & Interpreting Practices (Semester 2 - 30.00
hours)
Being able to effectively observe, document, and assess a student’s abilities in a learning
environment will allow an Educational Assistant to successfully plan appropriate activities and
accommodations for learners with exceptionalities. This course will equip students with the skills
to know what to look for, how to properly record their observations, and how to interpret
information on documents such as Individual Education Plans (IEPs). Through case studies,
discussion, and relevant research students will gain experience in realistic settings that will
develop the necessary skills they will need in their career as an Educational Assistant.
EDCA 2036 - Technology in Education I (Semester 2 - 45.00 hours)
Technology plays a valuable role in education, and can be a useful tool when working with
learners with exceptionalities. Students will learn to develop strategies and opportunities that will
allow learners to access the curriculum using assistive technology in accordance to their current
needs and Individual Education Plans (IEPs). Through research, workshops, and hands-on
experience with assistive technology, students will develop a working knowledge of the latest
software for the classroom setting.
EDCA 2074 - Exceptional Learners I (Semester 2 - 45.00 hours)
This course will continue to build on the knowledge acquired from Intro to Exceptionalities, and
dive deeper into how students can support learners with exceptionalities. Students will grow their
knowledge of communication, physical behavioural, intellectual, and multiple exceptionalities, as
well as how to develop strategies to support independence and inclusion in the learning
environment in accordance with their IEPs. In addition, students will study Applied Behaviour
Analysis (ABA) to effectively implement strategies to reduce and prevent problem behaviours for
the individual learner. Through analysis, workshops, and collaboration students will continue to
develop their knowledge of working with learners with exceptionalities.
FPEA 2011 - Field Practicum I (Semester 2 - 147.00 hours)
In an elementary classroom setting, students will have the opportunity to work with students with
special needs in a supervised environment with guidance from a mentor. Students will use this
experience to implement strategies that will help develop their skills to support learners with
exceptionalities.
FPEA 2012 - Field Seminar I (Semester 2 - 15.00 hours)
This course is designed to integrate theory with practice, as well as to provide peer support for
problem solving and sharing successful practicum experiences. This gives students an open forum
to write, discuss, practice and reflect on the skills, knowledge and dispositions needed to be
successful in the field. The students will develop a professional e-portfolio as a tool for
documenting their skills, knowledge of the Vocational Learning Outcomes and on going
professional learning.
GNED-0001 - General Education Course (Semester 2 - 45.00 hours) (General Edu Course)
General Education topics
EDCA 3088 - Developmental Psychology (Semester 3 - 45.00 hours)
It is important for Educational Assistants to understand human development, and how change
happens in each stage of life including, but not limited to, social, emotional, physical, and
cognitive growth. Students will examine psychological theories, learn how to identify abnormal
patterns in development, and how to apply create a positive and pro-social environment that
promote growth for learners with exceptionalities. Through analysis, research, and workshops,
students will cultivate an understanding of human development and how that impacts education.
EDCA 3064 - Education in the Classroom (Semester 3 - 45.00 hours)
Educational Assistants need to have an understanding of the Ontario Curriculum in order to
effectively support learners with exceptionalities in the classroom environment. In this course,
students will develop their knowledge of the literacy and mathematics curriculum students will be
learning. This knowledge will aid students’ ability to implement strategies to promote and support
students in the learning environment. Through research, case study analysis, and workshops,
students will focus on meeting the needs of learners with exceptionalities in the classroom as it
relates to the Ontario Curriculum.
EDCA 3044 - Implementation of Instructional Strategies (Semester 3 - 30.00 hours)
Every classroom is unique, just as every student is unique. Every student with exceptionalities
learns differently and has diverse needs. Because of this, Educational Assistants need to be able to
appropriately apply concepts such as differentiate instruction (DI) and universal design for
learning (UDL) in order to meet their individual needs, and will allow them to participate and
learn effectively in an inclusive classroom. Students will utilize applied research, discussion, and
projects in order to develop their skills in planning to meet students’ individual learning styles and
needs.
EDCA 3023 - Exceptional Learners II (Semester 3 - 45.00 hours)
This course will continue to build on the knowledge acquired from Intro to Exceptionalities, and
dive deeper into how students can support learners with exceptionalities. Students will grow their
knowledge of communication, physical behavioural, intellectual, and multiple exceptionalities. In
addition, they will learn strategies to support learners with exceptionalities with their
performance of routine activities of daily living (ALDs) and instrumental activities of daily living
(IALDs), and continue to study Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA). Through analysis, workshops,
and collaboration students will continue to develop their knowledge of working with learners with
exceptionalities.
EDCA 3037 - Inclusion and Cultural Diversity (Semester 3 - 45.00 hours)
The educational sector is becoming increasingly diverse, and Educational Assistants will need to
know how to interact appropriately within that environment. Students will cultivate awareness
and sensitivity, develop strategies to promote inclusion and equity, and create a safe and
welcoming educational environment for learners with exceptionalities. Through case studies,
research, and discussion, students will examine how inclusion practices enhance the classroom
and reflect on best practices to support learners with exceptionalities.
FPEA 3011 - Field Practicum II (Semester 3 - 147.00 hours)
In a secondary classroom setting, students will have the opportunity to work with students with
special needs in a supervised environment with guidance from a mentor. Students will use this
experience to implement strategies that will help develop their skills to support learners with
exceptionalities.
FPEA 3012 - Field Seminar II (Semester 3 - 15.00 hours)
This course is designed to integrate theory with practice, as well as to provide peer support for
problem solving and sharing successful practicum experiences. This gives students an open forum
to write, discuss, practice and reflect on the skills, knowledge and dispositions needed to be
successful in the field. The students will continue to develop their professional e-portfolio as a tool
for documenting their skills and knowledge and on going professional learning.
GNED-0002 - General Education Course (Semester 3 - 45.00 hours) (General Edu Course)
General Education topics
EDCA 4086 - Applied Behaviour Analysis (Semester 4 - 45.00 hours)
In any learning environment, being able to effectively manage behaviour is important if learning is
to occur. In this course, students will learn how to identify challenging or problematic behaviour,
develop a working knowledge of preventative and remedial interventions strategies, and how to
properly document and assess the behaviour of learners with exceptionalities. Through case
studies, workshops, and research students will learn how to appropriately identify and address
behaviour management issues.
EDCA 4036 - Technology in Education II (Semester 4 - 45.00 hours)
This course will continue to build on the knowledge acquired from Technology in Education I.
Students will add more strategies to their toolbox that will support learners with exceptionalities’
independence in the classroom including devices including, but not limited to, listening or reading
aids, computer software, and speech and augmentation aids. Through research, workshops, and
hands-on experience with assistive technology, students will develop a deeper working knowledge
of the latest technologies and devices for the classroom setting.
EDCA 4003 - Supporting Personal Care & Safety (Semester 4 - 45.00 hours)
Educational Assistants will work with learners with a range of exceptionalities, including physical
and medical. In order to successfully support learners who present these exceptionalities students
will require a specific type of knowledge base including, but not limited to, feeding techniques,
safe handling, toileting, positioning and transferring techniques, as well as assistive devices and
mobility aids. Through workshops, research, and hands-on training, students will be equipped to
successfully support learners with physical and medical exceptionalities in a safe and secure
educational setting.
FPEA 4011 - Field Practicum III (Semester 4 - 252.00 hours)
In an elementary or secondary classroom setting, students will have the opportunity to work with
students with special needs in a supervised environment with guidance from a mentor. Students
will use this experience to implement strategies that will help develop their skills to support
learners with exceptionalities.
GNED-0003 - General Education Course (Semester 4 - 45.00 hours) (General Edu Course)
General Education topics
VLO Mapping
Code 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
WRIT 1094 X X
EDCA 1001 X X X X
PSYC 1101 X X X X
EDCA 1009 X X X
EDCA 1086 X X X X X X
FPEA 1011 X X X X X
FPEA 1012 X X X X X X X X
COMM 3082 X
ECED 2019 X X X
EDCA 2024 X X X X
EDCA 2036 X X X X X X X X
EDCA 2074 X X X X X X
FPEA 2011 X X X X X X X X X
FPEA 2012 X X X X X X X
GNED-0001
EDCA 3088 X X X X X
EDCA 3064 X X X X
EDCA 3044 X X X X X X
EDCA 3023 X X X X X X
EDCA 3037 X X X
FPEA 3011 X X X X X X X X X
FPEA 3012 X X X X X
GNED-0002
EDCA 4086 X X X X X X
EDCA 4036 X X X X X X X X
EDCA 4003 X X X X X X X
FPEA 4011 X X X X X X X X X
GNED-0003
EES Mapping
Code 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
WRIT 1094 X X X X X X
EDCA 1001 X X X X X X X X X
PSYC 1101 X X X X X X X X
EDCA 1009 X X X X X X X X X
EDCA 1086 X X X X X X X X X X
FPEA 1011 X X X X X X
FPEA 1012 X X X X X X
COMM 3082 X X X X X X X X X X
ECED 2019 X X X X X X X X
EDCA 2024 X X X X X X X X X
EDCA 2036 X X X X X X X X X
EDCA 2074 X X X X X X X X X
FPEA 2011 X X X X X X X X X X
FPEA 2012 X X X X X X X X X
GNED-0001
EDCA 3088 X X X X X X X X X X
EDCA 3064 X X X X X X X X X X X
EDCA 3044 X X X X X X X X X X
EDCA 3023 X X X X X X X X X X
EDCA 3037 X X X X X X X X X X
FPEA 3011 X X X X X X X X X X X
FPEA 3012 X X X X X X X X X X
GNED-0002
EDCA 4086 X X X X X X X X X X
EDCA 4036 X X X X X X X X X X
EDCA 4003 X X X X X X X X X X X
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